
Book Reviews

Disease and Its Causes. By W. T. Councilman,
AM., M.D., LL.D., professor of pathology,
Harvard University. New York: Henry Holt
and Company. London: Williams and Nor-
gate. 1913.

This volume, No. 68 in the Home University
Library of Modern Knowledge, is a presentation,
in brief and popularized form, of the substance

of the author's teaching in pathology. It is
not written for the profession, but for the edn-
cated laity who already have some elementary
knowledge of anatomy and of physiology. Like
the author's medical lectures it presents and
emphasizes disease as a biologic phenomenon, as
a manifestation of "life under conditions which
differ from the usual." Most attention is given
to the infections, and among the organic diseases
to affections of the heart. There are a brief ter-
minal glossary and index, but no bibliography.
The work is vitalized by the author's personality
of style and felicity of illustration, and should
find a useful place in popular medical litera-
ture.

Disease-Bearing Mosquitoes of North and Cen-
tral America, the West Indies, and the Philip-
pine Islands. By C. S. Ludlow, Ph.D., anato-
mist, Army Medical Museum. Washington:
Government Printing Office. 1914.

This monograph, published as a bulletin
(No. 4) from the office of the surgeon-general of
the United States War Department, is an ad-
mirable entomologie classification and descrip-
tion of the pathogenic mosquitoes, abundantly
illustrated with 27 excellent full-page plates and
30 figures in the text. The publication is of
particular value in view of the important prob-
lem constituted by the mosquito in this country
and its tropic possessions, and should prove ot
great use to military and civic surgeons.

Bacteriology for Nurses. By Isabel McIsaac,
R.N. Second edition, revised. New York:
The Macmillan Company. 1914.

This text-book in bacteriology for pupil nurses
is based on a schedule of twelVe two-hour labora-
tory exercises. In the main it is well written;
but the chapter on the venereal diseases is char-
acterized by the morbid exaggeration usually ob-
served in writings by women on this subject.
There are 24 good illustrations in the text.

Materia, Medica for Nurses. By A. S. Blum\x=req-\
Garten, M.D. New York: The Macmillan
Company. 1914.

This is an excellent text-book of materia med-
ica. It is, however, too technical and elaborate
for any but the most unusual nurse to master.
Despite the author's ambitious preface, in which
he expresses his aim to develop "trained ob-
servers of the effects of drugs," the fact re-
mains that the vast majority of nurses do not
need more knowledge of drugs than how to ad-
minister them accurately. The method of the
book is strictly pedagogic, which therefore is
hardly adapted for easy reading. It should
prove a useful book of reference for nurses andI a valuable manual for medical students.

making what would be a difficult operation a sim-
ple one, and for tho man to whom any operative
delivery is a serious matter, it will undoubtedly aid
delivery if given during the second stage of labor
with the head on the perineum, and obviate the
necessity for operative delivery in many cases, al-
though its action is by no means certain.

SYPHILIS, WHEN A CURE, AND HOW CAN WE PREVENT
ITS MALICIOUS TRANSMISSION.

Dr. H. E. Thompson, Bethlehem: It is claimed
by some syphilographers that we should never pro-
nounce a case cured on evidence obtained from
eil her tho Wassermann or Weil-Cobra test, for
there is unmistakable and conclusive proof that the
disease still lurked in the system in a given case

after a full treatment with mercurials and salvar-
san, followed by negative Wassermann and Weil-
Cobra reactions. His great plea, both for country
and city, was for publicity, and by no other means
could we hope to make any great progress in eradi-
cating the disease.

SOME ASPECTS OF HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE.

Dr. Claude M. Sneden, Littleton: All patients
past thirty-five years of ago who present themselves
to the physician for treatment should have their
blood pressure taken. Fifteen per cent, of all per-
sons who consider themselves physically well are

really unsound. Tho taking of frequent blood pres-
sure readings in all pregnant women should be a
routine practice. Toxemia of the kidneys can be
diagnosed by high blood pressure fully six weeks
before albumin shows in the urine.

INTESTINAL SHORT CIRCUIT FOR INTRA-ABDOMINAL
TUBERCLES.

Dr. George S. Foster, Manchester : The writer had
had the pleasure of seeing many cases in Sir Wil-
liam Arbuthnot Lane's clinic at Guy's Hospital,
London, and he is a firm believer in the treatment
of the condition. He reported a number of cases

operated by him in Notre Dame Hospital with very
satisfactory results. He minutely described the
technique of the operation.
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